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1978 San Diego collision

ÅDeadliest air crash in California (and until 9/11, 
the USA)

ÅPSA 182 (a 727) landing KSAN collided with a 172

ÅChanges: San Diego TRSA created, 1980 rule 
change creates Class B airspace



Class B Summary

Å37 largest airports in the country

ÅMost stringent entry requirements: Specific 
permission required, transponder, and a 
minimum level of pilot certification

ÅSurface to 10,000 AGL, customized for local 
requirements

Å250 kt speed limit

ÅJust need to be clear of clouds because there 
is extensive radar coverage



Seattle Airspace ς2D



Seattle Airspace ς3D

See http://3dairspace.org.uk/airspace.htmll



Class B for Passengers

Å[ƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΥ ά/!t ппр ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ 
into the bravo at or below 5000, maintain 
ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ омрέ
ï5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƛƭƻǘ Ŧƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀǾƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

clearance
ïMonitor altitude and heading of clearance to help 

pilot
ïMonitor pilot workload ςclass B is not common for 

small airplanes

ÅOakland arrivals/departures may ask for bravo 
clearance, especially if you are heading up high 
(e.g. towards Truckee)



Class B for OAK Pilots

ÅClimb too fast, descend to 
slowly and you can be in 
bravo

Å3000 foot ring ςstay 
below it on 
arrival/departure to N/E

ÅWatch for other airspace 
ςradio contact (class D) 
and transponder (class C) 
are required for 
clearance; flight following 
helps here



Ask for Vectors

ÅDepart over 30 
numbers to San Mateo 
midspan, cross toll plaza 
below 2000 and Moffett 
above 2500

ÅPass around/under SFO 
final approach

ÅAirspace is complicated, 
Norcalhas always given 
me vectors on request


